Puff-Up Update:

Puff-Up XXIV is now only days away!   If your unit (Cub Scout Pack) has not registered for Puff-Up, now is the time!

Here are a few answers to frequently asked questions about Puff-Up.  Anything not covered below may be referred to the Puff-Up Chairmen or Staff:

Who sponsors Puff-Up?  The Galveston Houston Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting (DCCS) sponsors puff-Up.  The DCCS has oversight of Scouting units in the Greater Houston Area that are chartered to Catholic institutions, and promotes a deepened understanding of the Catholic faith by activities inclusive of Puff-Up and the Boy Scout Catholic Retreat, as well as the earning of religious emblems by Catholic Scouts.  More information about the DCCS is available at their website at http://www.dccs-dgh.org/
Registration for Puff-Up is by Pack!  Your Pack leadership should procure a copy of the unit registration at the DCCS website and return it by mail or email as directed there.  

Pre-registration is required to camp! 

 The form is available at: http://www.dccs-dgh.org/puffup-registration03.html
Once you unit has pre-registered, you may pay by Pack check on the day of the event!  You will then receive a Short Term Camping Roster (BSA Document), which must list everyone in attendance for the event, and/or camping overnight!  You will not receive your patches for this event until this document is received by the Puff-Up Registration Staff.

Class 1 Health Forms:  A class 1 BSA Health Form is required for all minor age Puff-Up attendants!  Forms should be submitted as a unit package by the person responsible for unit registration!  You will not be allowed to participate at Puff-Up without the appropriate forms!  Completion of health forms is strictly the responsibility of the Pack, and blank forms will not be available at Puff-Up!  A copy of the health form is available at the Sam Houston Area Council Service Center (TC Jester and I-610), or downloaded from the SHAC Website, at http://www.shac.org/Home/
Puff-Up Cost: $5 per participant.  A participant is anyone attending the event.  Example: Scout + Mom + sister of  Scout = $15.  The price covers a patch and reimbursement of materials expenses to our staff, as well as insurance for unregistered (with the BSA) attendees.  Does not cover food or meals.  You will need to bring your own meals!  Any money collected in excess of expenses becomes the property of the DCCS.

May I camp?  Yes, registered participants may camp with their Packs throughout the weekend, from Friday afternoon after 6 to ten AM Sunday morning.  Latest expected checkout for your unit is ten AM Sunday morning!

What do I need for camping? Note: an all-encompassing checklist is not within the scope of this document, but your gear should include:
Food

Flashlight

Cooking supplies 

Personal items

Tent

Sleeping gear

Extra clothing and provisions for inclement weather: The weather at Cub World is generally very mild on the first weekend in October, but is subject to change!  Come prepared!  Your unit Leader should be knowledgeable in what to bring!

Personal First Aid items.

Firewood and Fires:  Should you wish to have a campfire in your campsite it must be restricted to within one of the campsite fire rings, and subject to Cub World fire policies on the day of the event.  Provide a bucket of water beside the fire ring against any emergencies.  Cub World is a managed forest area and a low impact camp area.  There is generally no available firewood in the camp.  Please bring what you attend to burn with you!    Do not cut any standing trees or limbs, even if they appear to be dead!  Also, fire safety is the responsibility of the Unit (Pack) Leadership, subject to the discretion of the Campmaster. Do not leave any fires unattended; do not allow horseplay or fire play in your campsite!
Fishing equipment:  There are two small lakes at Cub World.  You will have the opportunity to fish during free time before and after the event. Per camp policy, all fishing is catch and release.

Running water is available in the campsites.  There are private showers and toilet facilities available onsite.  You are welcome to use these facilities, and leave them clean and devoid of graffiti, trash and damage.  There are also latrine facilities in camp.  Be respectful of privacy of others when using these and do not throw trash in the commodes or leave trash in the latrines or washstands.

Washstands and bathrooms are not to be used for cleaning dishes!  Clean dishes in your cooking area and dispose of all garbage in a proper manner (bag it out!)  Do not bury garbage or grease!  Do not litter your campsite – it will be inspected before you can check out!  There is a dumpster at the entrance of Cub World which you can put any non-hazardous, camping-generated refuse in.  Your garbage is your personal responsibility!  DO NOT TRASH CUB WORLD or be caught littering, or you will be asked to leave.

You will be able to drive to a parking area that is easily accessible to your camping area.  Obey all camp speed directives!   The speed limit in the Cub World Campsite area is 5 MPH!  Do not attempt to drive into the campsites.  Use extra caution at all times, no matter what kind of a day you are having!  You are responsible for the safety of our guests, while you are behind the wheel!

What should I not bring to Cub World?   Items specifically forbidden by Boy Scouts of America (BSA) or Sam Houston Area Council policy for Cub Scout camping include: 

Liquid fuels:  This includes gasoline or  “multi-fuel” stoves and lanterns, gasoline generators, charcoal lighter fluid.  You may use charcoal for cooking or bottled gas (such as propane or butane), in safe, commercially available cooking equipment.  Charcoal may also be used in the fire rings in the campsites.

Knives: Sheath knives and folding knives over 3 ½” blade length are forbidden.  There will be no activities at Puff-Up requiring the use of pocketknives by Scouts.  Please set a good example for our Scouts and leave these items at home.

Alcohol and Illicit Drugs are expressly forbidden.  Anyone bringing alcoholic beverages onto the premises will be asked to leave.  Any suspected illegal drug activity will be referred to local law enforcement agencies.

Other forbidden items:  Axes and hatchets (refer to A Guide to Safe Scouting), machetes.   These items have no place within the context of Cub Scouting, even when used by adults only.  

Steel darts, slingshots, bow and arrows, bb guns, air rifles, bicycles, pets, roller skates, go-karts are all forbidden.

Lanterns other burning objects are not permitted in tents!!!

Smoking is strongly discouraged because of BSA policies, and fire safety.  If you must smoke, for Puff-Up it is permitted only in a designated area.  Please inquire before smoking, and please put smoking refuse in an appropriate container.
SAFETY GENERAL:  It is the primary responsibility of everyone attending Puff-Up to be attentive to the safety and welfare of every attendant!  Courteous, direct intervention is encouraged in any situation, which is perceived to be hazardous!  Refer any issues regarding safety to the event chairmen (Jim Buechele, Jack Drapela), the event Campmaster (Mel Nellis), or the Campmaster and Ranger staff at Cub World!

Please report all first aid cases to the Puff-Up Campmaster, the Cub World Ranger Staff, or the event directors or staff.

Other issues relating to attendance at Puff-Up:  Cub World is a BSA facility and all policies of the BSA apply.  A trained leader, over 21must attend with your Pack.  Tiger Cubs are to be accompanied by Adult Partners at all times.  A minimum of two adults must be present with any group of youth at all times!

Only blood relations may share a tent with Scouts or youth.

At least one member of your Pack must be current in BSA AdultYouth Protection Training (YPT).

It is the responsibility of Packs to mind the whereabouts of all of their youth!  ALL youth must be in the company of adults at all times, subject to two deep leadership!  Inform your Scouts and youth of the dangers of wandering away from the group!  Your Scouts and youth will not become lost if they abide by this rule.  During the program part of Puff-Up, all attendees will be expected to be in their own personal campsite area (for cooking, etc) or in the program area, without exception!  Please inform your unit leader if you intend to leave the Program early!

Camper courtesy:  Do not enter the campsites of others without permission.  Quiet time at Cub World is ten PM.  Lights should be out, less perhaps one small, low intensity light to aid final clean-up.

Directions to Cub World: from Houston, take interstate 45 north to Conroe.  Take exit number 84, marked 336 loop, Frasier Street.  Turn left on 336 (at the traffic light, turn under the freeway) and proceed ¾ mile west. Total distance from downtown Houston is about 45 miles. The entrance to Cub World will be on the left, and marked by a sign.  Watch for oncoming traffic when making the turn!  Check-in with the registration personnel and receive instructions from them as to how to find your Pack!  

A note on traffic:  Interstate 45 north is often congested and severe delays are possible.  Allow at least two hours for the trip from Houston and you will not be disappointed.

Events of October 2.  A program of activities will begin at 9 AM, following check-in at 8 AM.   The program will conclude at 4:30 PM, to be followed immediately by a Roman Catholic Mass. A more detailed schedule will be promulgated separately. 

UNIT CHECK OUT – Upon completion of the event, a designee from each unit should come to the program building and ask for a campsite inspection (if you camped).  Following completion of the inspection to the satisfaction of the Camp master or her designee, you will be able to pick up your patches.  Once your Pack has checked out, you must leave the camp, per BSA camping policies.

Puff-Up – Final words:  This event depends on grassroots support and the generosity of volunteers.  Please go out of your way to be understanding, kind, courteous and helpful toward the staff, who have devoted many hours to the success of this event.  Consider volunteering to help or even chair Puff-Up next year so that the good traditions of Catholic Scouting can continue.  Your constructive, positive input will be helpful toward making successive events even better.  

You may attend DCCS meetings yourself! The DCCS is always in search of new, committed membership.  DCCS Meetings take place on even numbered months, on third Wednesday evenings.  It costs nothing to join.  Consult the  SHAC “Scouter” or ask a Puff-Up staffer for information on the next DCCS meeting, or check the website at www.dccs-dgh.org 

Sincerely, Jim Buechele - Puff-Up XXIV Chairman.

